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PM/SAS, D KEENE (INFO) 
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O R 042047Z FEB 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY SANA IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 

SECRET STATE 027390 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, YE, SA 

SUBJECT:SOVIET ARMS FOR YAR 

REF: SANA 339 

1 . DEPARTMENT WELCOMES NEWS THAT NEW SOVIET EQUIPMENT MAY 
NOT HAVE ARRIVED IN YAR AFTER ALL. THIS IS, OF COURSE, 

MATTER OF GREATEST INTEREST. YOU SHOULD SEEK OBTAIN 
DETAILS OF WHAT ACTUALLY HAS BEEN DELIVERED, AS WELL AS 
WHAT MIGHT STILL BE EXPECTED, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. HOWEVER 
IN LINE WITH OUR DESIRE TO SUPPORT PREEMINENT SAUDI ROLE IN 
YAR ON SECURITY MATTERS, YOU SHOULD NOT RAISE ISSUE WITH 
YARG OFFICIALS AT THIS TIME. SUGGEST THAT DEFENSE ATTACHE 
OBTAIN AND REPORT LATEST ASSESSMENT OF SAUDI MILITARY 
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2. FOR JIDDA: WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT DESIRABLE AT THIS TIME 
TO RAISE ISSUE OF SOVIET SHIPMENTS WITH SAG. NEVERTHELESS, 
DEPARTMENT CONTINUES INTERESTED IN ANY INFORMATION EMBASSY 
JIDDA MAY HAPPEN TO OBTAIN AS TO SOVIET ARMS SHIPMENTS TO 
YAR, AND SAUDI ATTITUDES. INGERSOLL 
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